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CONFIDENTIAL BANGKOK 8194 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MILL TH. 

SUB J : SCOOT BRIEFING: INTERVIEW WITH C-130 CREWS 
REF: STATE 075872 

1. KAYLOR OF UPI, DURING MAY 15 UTAPAO PRESS VISIT TO 
COVER FIRST B-52 DEPARTURES, DEMANDED TO VISIT C-130S 
ENGAGED IN AIR-DROP SUPPLY OPERATIONS OVER CAMBODIA, AND 
TOLD AMERICAN OFFICIALS HE WOULD REFUSE TO LEAVE THE BASE 
AT CONCLUSION OF VISIT UNTIL HE HAD VISITED THEM. EMBASSY 
PRESS ATTACHE DISSUADED HIM FROM THIS EFFORT TO DISRUPT 

VISIT SPONSORED BY RTG SUPREME COMMAND, AND PERSUADED HIM TO LEAVE 
THE BASE WITH PRESS PARTY ON PERSONAL ASSURANCE THAT EMBASSY 
WOULD REVIEW HIS STANDING REQUEST. 

2. AMERICAN NEWSMEN BASED HERE, NOTABLY LAT'S FOISIE 
(NOW DEPARTED) AND KAYLOR, HAVE BEEN SEEKING OPPORTUNITY 
TO INTERVIEW CREWS INVOLVED IN CAMBODIAN SUPPORT OPERATIONS 
SINCE FEBRUARY. REFTEL CONVEYED STATE/DEFENSE VIEWS 
INHIBITING FULL DISCLOSURE CAMBODIAN SUPPORT OPERATIONS 
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IN APRIL. NEVERTHELESS, AFTER MANY DELAYS ARRANGEMENTS 
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WERE MADE, IN RESPONSE TO FOISIE'S REQUEST, FOR PRESS 
VISIT TO U.S. ARMY OPERATIONS AT CAMP SAMAE SAN ON APRIL 24. 
FOISIE FAILED TO SHOW, BUT AP AND SEVERAL THAI NEWSMEN 
RECEIVED BRIEFINGS ON USARSUPTHAI OPERATIONS, INCLUDING 
SCOOT, BUT DID NOT VISIT RICE-RIGGING LINE OR UTAPAO AIRBASE 
TO MEET AIR FORCE PERSONNEL SUPPORTING SCOOT. 

3. IN APRIL, BLYSTONE OF AP AND TED MARKS OF UPI FILED 
SEPARATE REQUESTS TO ACCOMPANY C-130 ON AIR-DROP MISSION 
OVER CAMBODIA. PERMISSION WAS DENIED BY CINCPAC/PA/LNO 
ON BASIS OF MILITARY REGULATIONS. FYI: THERE IS NO 
PRECEDENT FOR CARRYING NEWSMEN ON OPERATIONAL MISSIONS FROM 
THAI BASES. ALSO, PAST DISCUSSIONS WITH THAI OFFICIALS 

HAVE INDICATED THEY WOULD NOT APPROVE. END FYI. 

4. DURING THE PAST SEVERAL WEEKS MANY DETAILS OF U.S. 

SUPPORT FOR CAMBODIA HAVE APPEARED IN THE PRESS. MOST RECENT 
AND PERTINENT CASE IN-POINT IS AP STORY FILED FROM PHNOM 
PENH, WHICH APPEARED IN MAY 14 STARS AND STRIPES UNDER 
HEADLINE "U.S. PILOTS STILL FLY IN CAMBODIA.” 

AP STORY CONTAINS SUCH DETAILS, ATTRIBUTED VARIOUSLY TO 
"MILITARY SOURCES IN PHNOM PENH," "MILITARY INFORMANTS," 

ETC., AS THE FOLLOWING: "PERHAPS FOUR DOZEN (USAF AIR 
CREWMEN) AT A TIME FLY IN AIR FORCE C-130 TRANSPORTS TO 
PLACES LIKE LONG VEK, WHERE 40,000 CAMBODIANS ARE SURROUNDED 
AND UNDER ATTACK FROM THE COMMUNIST KHMER ROUGE. FOR THIS 
THEY EARN $65 EXTRA EACH MONTH IN COMBAT PAY, BUT THEY PAY 
TAXES ON IT. THE MEN FLY OUT OF UTAPAO RTAFB... ABOUT 
3000 TONS OF AMMUNITION, SMALL ARMS, CONTAINERS OF FUEL, 
MEDICAL SUPPLIES, FOOD AND SUNDRY EQUIPMENT WERE AIR 
DROPPED IN FEBRUARY.. .APRIL FIELD REPORTS IN CAMBODIA 
SAID FOUR PLANES A DAY WERE DROPPING SUPPLIES INTO LONG 
VEK AND THREE INTO KAMPOT...THE C-130S AND THEIR CREWS 
ARE DISPATCHED AT THE CALL OF THE US MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
DELIVERY TEAM ATTACHED TO THE US EMBASSY IN PHNOM PENH." 

THE AP STORY GOES ON: "WHAT WOULD HAPPEN IF ONE OF THE 
SUPPLY PLANES WAS SHOT DOWN OR CRASHED IN THE WAR ZONE? 

THE UNITED STATES HAS RESCUE HELICOPTERS IN THAILAND AND 
PLENTY OF AIRCRAFT TO PROVIDE COVERING FIRE FOR A VIETNAM- 
STYLE RESCUE. AIR FORCE GEN. TIMOTHY F. O’KEEFE, HEAD OF 
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ALL SOUTHEAST ASIA TACTICAL AIR OPERATIONS AND THE HIGHEST 
RANKING U.S. OFFICER IN THE REGION, SAYS: "WE'D PROTECT 
US LIVES TO THE EXTENT THAT WE HAD TO." HE ADDS THAT "HE WOULD 
TRY TO GET AUTHORIZATION FROM THE PENTAGON BEFORE USING 
ARMED PLANES BUT WOULD GO IT ON HIS OWN IF NECESSARY." 

5. ALTHOUGH KAYLOR HAD EARLIER THREATENED SIT-IN TO END 
"RUN AROUND" ON REQUEST PENDING SINCE FEBRUARY, AP 
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COVERAGE UNDOUBTEDLY WHETTED UPI APPETITE FOR FIRST-HAND 
REPORT FROM AIR CREWS. CONTINUED STONEWALLING COULD RESULT 
IN SENSATIONAL UPI STORY WITHOUT OFFICIAL SANCTION IN- 
CLUDING ADDITIONAL SENSITIVE INFORMATION, AS WELL AS 
POSSIBLE UPI APPEAL TO FRIENDLY CONGRESSMEN FOR ASSISTANCE 
UNDER TERMS OF SECTION 29 FAA. SINCE OPERATION IS NOT 
CLASSIFIED, DENIAL OF CONTROLLED BRIEFING OR ACCESS TO 
FLIGHT CREWS SEEMS LIKELY TO BECOME INCREASINGLY UNTENABLE. 

6. PERTINENT CONSIDERATION IS THAT USAF AIRLAND MISSIONS 
ARE SCHEDULED TO TERMINATE MAY 31 AND WE ARE CURRENTLY 
SEEKING TO ARRANGE WITH RTG FOR CONTRACTOR TO TAKE OVER 
AIR MOVEMENT OF CAMBODIAN MAP SHIPMENTS FROM UTAPAO TO 
POCHENTONG EFFECTIVE JUNE 1. WE ASSUME THIS MOVE WILL 
REQUIRE PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT AT THAT TIME TO AVOID SPECULATION, 
AND THIS WILL ESTABLISH DISTINCTION BETWEEN AIRLAND AND 
AIRLIFT SORTIES IF NOT PREVIOUSLY RELEASED. 

7. IN VIEW OF THAI PRESS INTEREST IN PREVIOUS USARSUPTHAI 
BRIEFING, WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE RTG OBJECTION. 

8. ON BALANCE EMBASSY CONSIDERS, DESPITE RESERVATIONS EXPRESSED 
BY CINCPAC/PA/LNO, THAT ALLOWING THOROUGHLY COORDINATED 
BRIEFING FOR ORGANIZED MEDIA GROUP AND INTERVIEW WITH WELL- 
BRIEFED VOLUNTEER USAF C-130 CREW MAY BE BEST OF OPTIONS 
AVILABLE, WHICH RANGE FROM CONTINUED DEFERRAL OF UPI AND 
OTHER REQUESTS BY SAYING "WE ARE WORKING ON IT" TO 
ALTERNATIVE OF ALLOWING INDIVIDUAL PRESS VISITS WITH 

ACCESS TO AIR CREWS. 

9. REQUEST STATE/DOD REVIEW REFTEL GUIDANCE IN LIGHT OF 
DISCUSSION ABOVE. MASTERS 
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